
 

How to Winterize your Home 
Winterizing your home is an essential step in preparing for the colder months. It helps to prevent 
freezing pipes and potential water damage during the winter months, here's an 8 step guide to help 
you winterize your home effectively: 

 Insulate exposed pipes: Identify any pipes that are exposed to cold temperatures, particularly 
in unheated areas such as basements, crawl spaces, and attics. Insulate these pipes using 
foam pipe insulation sleeves or heating tape. Ensure that all sections of the pipe are covered, 
including bends and joints. 

 
 Disconnect outdoor hoses: Disconnect and drain all outdoor hoses. Shut off the water supply 

to outdoor faucets, and then open the faucets to allow any remaining water to drain out. This 
prevents water from freezing inside the faucet and extending into the connected pipes. 
 

 Insulate outdoor faucets: Install faucet covers on all outdoor faucets to provide insulation and 
protect them from freezing temperatures. These covers are typically made of foam and can be 
easily secured over the faucet. 
 

 Maintain indoor temperatures: Keep your home heated during cold spells, even if you're away. 
Set your thermostat to a temperature that will prevent freezing, usually no lower than 55 
degrees Fahrenheit. This helps maintain a warm environment and prevents pipes from 
reaching freezing temperatures. 
 

 Open cabinet doors: For cabinets that contain pipes, such as those under sinks in kitchens 
and bathrooms, open the doors to allow warm air from the room to circulate around the pipes. 
This helps prevent them from freezing. 
 

 Let faucets drip: When temperatures drop significantly, allow faucets connected to vulnerable 
pipes (usually on exterior walls or in unheated areas) to drip slowly. The constant flow of water 
can help prevent freezing by relieving pressure in the pipes. 
 

 Monitor the water meter: Keep an eye on your water meter during colder periods. If you notice 
unusual activity or an unexpected increase in water usage, it could indicate a leak or frozen 
pipe. Take prompt action to address the issue. 

 
 Inform occupants: If you're not the sole occupant of your home, make sure everyone is aware of 

the winterization steps and understands how to prevent freezing pipes. Communicate the 
importance of keeping the heat on and taking precautions when temperatures drop. 
 

By following these measures, you can significantly reduce the risk of frozen pipes and potential water 
damage. It's important to be proactive and take these steps before the onset of winter to ensure a well-
protected home. 
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